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Theme Two - Creative Malvern
These sessions and other ideas for activities focus on musical journeys and composition 
inspired by Malvern’s history. The sessions start very simply and go on to look at 
responding to music, singing simple songs, making instruments, composing music and 
songs.

Theme Overview

2. Creative Malvern

Session plans for 
Theme Two (T2)

Key Stage 1 
Years 1 & 2

Key Stage 2  
Years 3 & 4

Key Stage 2  
Years 5 & 6

C1) Mapping 
Musical 
Malvern

C2) Musical 
Moments in 
Malvern

C3) Malvern 
Compositions

Other ideas and 
activities

Trails; Famous residents and visitors; Sound; Working with 
myth, legend and story; Design a Festival.

A. Session Aims, Links and Resources

Aims of the sessions
• Research some of the creative 

people who have influenced Malvern
• Create a music map of Malvern
• Develop musical skills.

Curriculum links
Music
The National Curriculum for music aims to 
ensure that all pupils:
• perform, listen to, review and 

evaluate music across a range of 
historical periods, genres, styles and 
traditions, including the works of the 
great composers and musicians

• learn to sing and to use their voices, 
to create and compose music 
on their own and with others, 
have the opportunity to learn a 
musical instrument, use technology 
appropriately and have the 
opportunity to progress to the next 

level of musical excellence
• understand and explore how 

music is created, produced and 
communicated, including through 
the interrelated dimensions: pitch, 
duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure and appropriate 
musical notations.

Key Stage 1
Pupils should be taught to:
• Experiment with, create, select 

and combine sounds using the 
interrelated dimensions of music.

Key Stage 2 Years 3, 4, 5 and 6
Pupils should be taught to:
• Improvise and compose music for a 

range of purposes using interrelated 
dimensions in music.

• Listen with attention to details and 
recall sounds with increasing aural 
memory.
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Links to Arts Award (and/or Crest Award)
Discover A and B
Explore A and B      

Archive Bundle
• Route to the Hills Map template
• Sound files from Year 5 project
• Vimeo or Youtube clips of Elgar’s 

music being performed by different 
artists https://vimeo.com/34080919  
https://vimeo.com/172135112

• Cardboard boxes, plastic containers, 
rice, sticks, water to make instruments. 
Children can decide what they might 
need.

• Photographs of festivals or carnivals 
from the past

• C.S. Lewis, The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe

• Garage band or Wikipedia files on 
different instruments

• Images of people from Victorian 
Malvern with dates for different types 
of costume.

https://vimeo.com/34080919
https://vimeo.com/172135112
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B. Background information 
Malvern’s unique scenery has inspired 
countless artists, giving the town an 
extraordinary cultural life and legacy. 

The town has attracted poets from 
William Wordsworth to Elizabeth Barrett 
Browning. C. S. Lewis and J. R. R. Tolkein 
found it an inspiring place to live and 
work. They both visited often enjoying 
both the Hills and the town.  Evelyn 
Waugh was a regular visitor, and it is 
believed his visits to the Lygon family 
at Madresfield Court formed part of 
his inspiration when writing Brideshead 
Revisited, though the novel is essentially 
fictional, a rich mixture of ideas and 
experiences. (See Waugh’s diaries).

Malvern is particularly famous for its 
musical and theatrical heritage. The 
composer Edward Elgar lived here and 
wrote some of his most famous works in 
Malvern. 

The most famous soprano singer of the 
19th century, Jenny Lind, ‘The Swedish 
Nightingale’, lived at Winds Point, British 
Camp, and performed at the Royal Well 
Concert Hall, Upper Colwall. 

Sir Barry Jackson (director of The 
Birmingham Repertory Company, who 
lived on the Malvern Hills) launched 

an annual drama festival in 1929, 
focused initially on the works of leading 
playwright George Bernard Shaw, but 
later covering drama from many periods 
of history.

Malvern Festivals ran until 1939 with 
innovative programming that also 
established Britain’s first Film Festival. After 
revivals in the 1940s and 1960s. Malvern 
now has an Elgar Festival weekend 
at Malvern Theatres, marking Elgar’s 
birthday in June and then a month-long 
Autumn in Malvern Festival, based on 
classical music with a strong literary and 
visual arts element. The festival attracts 
musicians of international repute (www.
malvernfestival.co.uk).

Edward Elgar  
Edward Elgar is the composer of some of 
most well-known and iconic British music. 
Nimrod is one of the Enigma Variations 
written for one of Elgar’s friends. Pomp 
and Circumstance March No. 1, Land 
of Hope and Glory was used at the 
Coronation of Edward VII. Children may 
recognise Pomp and Circumstance 
March No. 1 which is played every year 
at the Last Night of the Proms (links to 
Vimeo channel provided).

In his 13 years in Malvern, Elgar wrote 
some of his greatest works including 
The Enigma Variations, The Dream of 
Gerontius and Pomp and Circumstance 
March No 1, establishing himself as 
a composer of international stature. 
Some of his Enigma Variations (a set of 
14 musical portraits) describe Malvern 
friends. 

Edward Elgar was born in Broadheath, 
near Worcester. His father was a piano 
tuner and music shop owner. His mother 
was a farm-worker’s daughter. Elgar’s 
sister Lucy described their mother as: 

Edward Elgar

http://www.malvernfestival.co.uk
http://www.malvernfestival.co.uk
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Edward Elgar as a young man

romantic by temperament and poetic 
by nature. 

Elgar had an interest in music from 
an early age. Because of his humble 
beginnings he had to teach himself both 
how to play and compose music. Later 
he studied the violin with Adolf Pollitzer in 
London and was of a high professional 
standard.

Elgar was never really at home when out 
of sight of Malvern’s hills. 

The Bandstand in Priory Park 

Elgar came to live in Malvern in 1891 
with his wife and baby daughter, Carice, 
moving into Forli, on Alexandra Road. 
To earn a living, he became a music 
teacher. He taught at The Mount, a girls’ 
school in Malvern. He said: “Teaching in 
general [is] like turning a grindstone with 
a dislocated shoulder.”

In 1899 he moved to Craeg Lea, Malvern 
Wells. From here, he often cycled 
for miles, forming ideas for his great 
works, The Dream of Gerontius and The 
Apostles. Speaking to journalist Robert 
Buckley in Malvern, Elgar said: music is in 
the air all around us ... you simply take as 
much as you require.

In 1904 the family moved to Hereford. 

Malvern’s elegant cast iron bandstand 
was built around 1875, when this part 
of Priory Park was the privately owned 
‘Promenade Gardens’, catering for 
the thousands then using Malvern’s 
spa facilities and visiting on trips from 
Birmingham and Manchester.

From 1929-1939 the Bandstand was 
used for musical performances during 
the famous Malvern Drama Festivals, 
earning them the description ‘theatre 
in a garden’. Re-sited to Victoria Park, 
Malvern Link after the Second World 
War, a Malvern Civic Society campaign 
supported by public subscription 
returned the bandstand to Priory Park, 
fully restored, in the 1980s.

The Jacob Fountain 
Henry William Jacob moved to Malvern 
in 1896. He became both a much-loved 
local doctor and an outstanding and 
hardworking advocate for the town.

As Chair of the District Council in 
the 1920s, Dr. Jacob initiated many 
improvements. He was determined that 
Priory Park and the Assembly Rooms 
should pass into public ownership.  
This was finally achieved in 1927, though 

The bandstand in Priory Park
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only after a process so long and stressful 
that it affected his health. He died in 
1928. 

was completed with Arts Council Lottery 
funding so that now, renamed Malvern 
Theatres, the building hosts the most 
diverse range of entertainments found 
under a single roof anywhere in the 
country. 

Malvern Theatres

The Jacob fountain

This bronze sculptural fountain, by 
Richard Goulden, featuring water babies 
was created in his memory and funded 
by public subscription. Goulden also 
created the War Memorial in front of the 
Great Malvern Library (a young man 
with angels wings holding a flaming 
torch).

Malvern Theatres
The new Assembly Rooms and Pleasure 
Gardens were quickly funded through 
the sale of 2,000 shares. Opened in 
1885, the complex included a large 
conservatory and concert hall. Leading 
performers including music hall legends 
Albert Chevalier and Marie Lloyd, and 
ballerina Anna Pavlova appeared at the 
venue.

Malvern Council bought and upgraded 
the venue in 1927, making it home to 
the Malvern Drama Festivals from 1929 
to 1939. A major refurbishment in 1997 
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‘Music is in the air all around us … you simply take as much as you 
require.’ Edward Elgar

Start  

Explain that Malvern is well known for the arts, particularly music. 

T2 C1) Mapping Musical Malvern  - Key Stage 1, Years 1 &  2  
Overall time to complete: 30 – 40 minutes

Musical quiz (10 minutes)

Ask where might this music be ‘found’ in Malvern? Play snippets of music from:

• Brass band music
• Psalms and hymns, devotional singing
• Music from the theatre or cinema
• Birdsong.

Ask How will the children find out about Malvern’s musical history?

C. Session Structures 

Musical dimensions (10 minutes)

Use musical dimensions to explore the music from the quiz in greater depth 
through dynamics, texture, pitch and pulse.

Ask students to sing a favourite song. Explore the song in terms of Music 
Dimensions. Then using the clips above do the same with each piece of music.

• Is there a steady beat?
• Is the beat quick or slow? Can we/puppets clap the beat out?
• Is there a pattern to the sounds? What is it?
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Brainstorm (10 -15 minutes)
Explain they are going to plan a walk in Malvern with a difference. The children 
will create a music map of Malvern. This is a map highlighting different places with 
a musical connection. This can be a map for the whole class or each individual 
child. They will compose music too.

Start by discussing what they know about music in Malvern.
Refer to different buildings and ask what sort of music children might hear in 
different places. Start with familiar places and then venture further into Malvern, 
so ask them to think about music:
• In people’s houses (listening to music, playing music, music to dance to)
• At school (listening to music, learning to play an instrument, singing in class, 

playing music, performances)
• In play areas
• In the street (buskers)
• In some religious buildings (plain song, chanting, ceremonial, choral, 

orchestras, bands)
• Theatres (incidental music, musicals, music to accompany dance, orchestral 

pieces, pop music)
• Bandstand (summer concerts)
• Out and about (birdsong, rustling of leaves, traffic, other sounds).

Can the children make a song or a story from the sounds they can hear?
• First of all, can they hear any rhythms? What are the rhythms
• Can we record these rhythms (using Garageband or other musical app).
• What about a melody? Which musical instruments are used to play the 

melody?
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Musical mapping (20-25 minutes) 
Give the children the Route to the Hills map template (overleaf). 

Using ideas from their brainstorm ask the children to add stops on their musical 
trail.

Can they provide a little historical information on each of the places they will stop 
on their walk?

Can they write lyrics to sing at certain sites?

Use familiar tunes to get them started such as This old man or One man went to 
mow or Ten green bottles. If they are feeling more adventurous they can make 
up their own tunes. Listen to the sound files from Year 5 project for some examples 
of songs created by other young people on the Route to the Hills project.

Use the background information for each of the musical venues.

Walk the walk (10 minutes) 
Share their walks with the rest of the class (or school).

Ask the children to provide feedback on the walks.

The feedback should be constructive so if they spot something that could be 
improved they should say how.
• What works well?
• What could be improved?

How might they:
• Share their ideas?
• Share their final Musical Walk with parents/carers.
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Route to the Hills Map Template
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Start  

Explain the children are going to listen to music made by people with a 
connection to Malvern.

T2 C2) Musical Moments in Malvern - Key Stage 2, Years 3 and 4  
Overall time to complete: 30 – 40 minutes

Introduce Elgar (25 minutes)
Introduce Elgar and play Land of Hope and Glory or Nimrod. There are many 
versions on Youtube or Vimeo https://vimeo.com/34080919  https://vimeo.
com/172135112 (including versions from the Proms and XFactor).

Ask the children to listen to the music.

Listen carefully to these pieces of music. Ask:
• What do you imagine when you hear the music?
• How do you feel when you listen to each piece?

Where do the children think the pieces of music were performed?

What do they think each piece is about?

Using the background information explain the stories behind the music. Nimrod is 
one of the Enigma Variations written for one of Elgar’s friends. Land of Hope and 
Glory was used at the Coronation of Edward VII.

Listen again.

Invite the children to:
• Tap their fingers in time
• Tap their feet in time
• Imagine they are playing one of the instruments they can hear
• Imagine they are conducting the orchestra
• OR they can simply just move to the music.

Use Music Dimensions to explore Land of Hope and Glory or Nimrod. What sounds 
can the children hear?
• Is there a steady beat? 
• How quick or slow is the beat? Can we clap the beat out?
• Is there a pattern to the sounds? What is it? 
• Can they make a song or a story from the sounds they can hear?

https://vimeo.com/34080919
https://vimeo.com/172135112
https://vimeo.com/172135112


• Can they hear any rhythms? What rhythms?

Melody 
Can they hear any tunes? 
• What about the pitch? Is it high or low?
• Which sounds are loud?
• Which are quiet?
• Are there layers to the sound?
• What is the quality of the sound like?

Malvern Song (20-35 minutes) 
Explain the children are going to create a Malvern song.

Lyrics 
Ask the children to write a verse for the song. It has to have rhyming couplets, two 
x two short lines that end with words that rhyme.

The song should be about Great Malvern. The resources section of this website 
contains songs created by children in Malvern as part of the Route to the Hills 
project. The background information also contains different stories about Malvern 
that teachers can use for inspiration. Children may find the stories about the 
donkeys and the water cure fun and inspiring. If they are stuck, use the below 
lyrics to get them started.

Great Malvern is a hilly town,   
All the roads go up, and down,  
It’s full of stories wait and see 
Here’s a story for you and me.

Melody 
Can the students come up with a melody for the lyrics?

Instruments  
Create simple instruments to accompany their song (rice, plastic containers, 
sticks, cardboard boxes, plastic bottles, glass bottles with water)

Perform the song 
Where will they perform the song? 
What do they need to perform the song? 
Children perform their song.  
How did it go?
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Start  

Explain pupils are going to explore musical and artistic influences in Malvern.

T2 C3) Malvern compositions - Key Stage 2, Years 5 and 6
Overall time to complete: 40 – 50 minutes

The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe introduction (5 minutes)
Talk about The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe and explain its links to Malvern.

What do the children know about the person who wrote the Chronicles of 
Narnia?

Explain they are going to compose music to fit with different scenes from the 
story.

NB If teachers are confident with the technology, children can sing and record 
their melodies or use Garageband or iMovie.

Looking for inspiration (15 minutes) 
Choose four scenes from the book that are different for example: 
• Lucy going through the wardrobe for the first time
• Lucy meeting Mr Tumnus
• Edmund meeting the White Witch 
• The coronation of Lucy, Edmund, Susan and Peter.

Ask the children to read each scene and write down how they feel reading the 
scene. 

Put themselves in the role of the characters in the scene, how might the 
characters have felt? Encourage children to develop their creative writing skills 
by completing the following sentences as their chosen character: I see……, I 
hear…., I feel…., I smell….. 



Linking music (25 minutes) 
What sort of music might show these feelings? Slow, quick, quiet, loud? With a 
strong beat, with a weak beat, with a steady beat or an irregular beat?

What instruments might the children use to show the emotions or actions?

Ask the students to listen to different instruments (use Vimeo clips or Wikipedia. The 
Garageband app can also be used). Choose three words to describe the sounds 
these instruments make.
• Oboe
• Violin
• Guitar
• Electric Guitar
• Flute
• Piano
• Cello
• Bass

Ask them to match instruments to different scenes based on these sounds.

Choose one part of the scene and write a piece of music for it.

The children could ‘sample’ music to create a soundscape for the story.

It is difficult to compose music. It takes a lot of work. Composers work on their 
ideas until they are happy with them. Elgar famously taught himself how to 
compose music.

The children can work on their ideas, play them back, listen carefully and tweak 
or revise their pieces.
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D. Ideas for Themed Site 
Visits 
A suggested route for a creative trail 
around Malvern can be found on the 
website alongside a risk assessments 
and plans. 

often plays will open in Malvern before 
moving to the West End. There’s the 
Malvern Festival, the associations with 
famous artists, musicians, writers and 
artists such as David Prentice with A 
Malvern Sketchbook, Elgar writing 
some of the Variations while he lived 
in Malvern, C. S. Lewis and J. R. Tolkein 
being inspired to create other worlds 
from their experiences of living in 
Malvern.

Young people can list, draw, paint or 
role-play the different art forms that 
they see in their town. 

Create a timeline from the places 
and art forms, ask children to pin their 
favourite places onto a timeline and 
see if they can put them in order of 
which building or place might be older 
or more recent. Do the same thing 
but with the artists associated with the 
town.

Ask them to create a route which 
includes these places or people and 
has a theme.

Famous residents and visitors 
Many well-known people have been 
attracted to Malvern. Ask children to 
select a time period from Malvern’s 
history and the corresponding 
characters below.
• Dickens
• Elgar
• Lady Foley
• Jessie Lind
• Florence Nightingale
• The Water Cure Doctors.

The children could create a costume 
to dress for their trail.

Other ideas and activities 

The following ideas can be used 
to introduce the topic of Creative 
Malvern, part way through the topic or 
to summarise learning. Young people 
will produce a trail which they could 
then chose to do on a site visit to 
Malvern. Trails could be 
• A story-telling trail (Rose Bank 

Gardens, The Theatre, Priory 
Gardens)

• A ‘celebrity’ trail.

Ask the young people to think about 
all of the arts, art forms and culture 
they can see in Malvern. This might be 
architecture, designs for the public 
gardens, street furniture, gas lamps, 
stained glass in the Priory or the Priory 
itself. 

Provide them with the background 
research, or access to the Internet 
to identify places and people with 
creative links to Malvern.

In terms of arts in Malvern, the town 
is famous for its three theatres and 

Suggested route for Creative Malvern



An etching showing people in Victorian costume

Late Victorian costumes on display in the park

Encourage children to develop their 
creative writing skills by completing the 
following sentences as their chosen 
character: I see……, I hear…., I feel…., 
I smell….. 

Now ask them to create role cards that 
explore the characters of people who 
lived in or visited Malvern. Use the role 
cards for re-enactment activities. 

Working with myth, legend and 
story 
C. S. Lewis’s Narnia Chronicles are 
a great stimulus for creative work 
including the act of storytelling itself. 

Ask young people to think about the 
main or iconic scenes (Lucy going 
through the wardrobe for the first time, 
Edmund meeting the White Witch) as 

a starting point. Ask them to choose 
one scene and read it. Ask them to 
close their eyes and imagine who 
is there, what can they see, what is 
happening? Ask them to act out the 
scene as they have imagined it with 
their partners. Can others in the group 
guess what is happening? 

They may choose to use animation to 
share their scene with the whole group. 

Design a festival for your 
community 
Malvern is famous for festivals.

Ask the children to create ideas for a 
festival or carnival for young people: 
• Who would they invite? 
• What sort of activities would they 

offer? 
• What sort music would be there? 
• Where would the festival take 

place?
• When would it take place?

Together ask the children to provide 
a class frieze of their festival. They can 
each contribute different elements to 
the frieze: music, carnival skills, fun fair, 
food, family fun, performance etc. 

Malvern Festival during the First World War (1915)

2. Creative Malvern
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Copyright 

Copyrights of all materials published 
on this site are retained by the authors, 
creators and/or publishers and it is 
not our intention to infringe them. 
We ask that users of this site and 
resource equally respect those rights 
by crediting authors, creators and/
or publishers when using materials 
sourced from this site in any subsequent 
writing or posts on other websites.

The authors have endeavoured to 
find sources and seek permission to 
reproduce photographs, postcards, 
documents, maps and images. We 
will happily take down any images 
immediately if so required.

We are grateful to Malvern Library and 
Malvern Museum for their support in 
creating this resource. 

Google images with no restriction on 
useage.  
Edward Elgar x2 images
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